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To the Ri iht Worſhi pful 


Si ir Edward Gould. 


1 SIR; 


oUR j 2 Diſ- 
il intere/ied Benefactian to our 
Chapel, and thoſe Particular 
: | Favors ] have receiued from 
Tou, bear ſo much W eight with me, that 
I. ſhould deſerve the Cenfure FI. ueratitude, 
had I not comply with Tour Juſt and 
Kant S 1c 
T therefore firſt Preac ld and now Pre 
fou You from the Preſs with this Plain 
and Practical Difeourſe , hoping it may 
nat be altogether wuſeful to thoſe who read 
aud confider it well: Aud what conduces- 


to the Benefit of Others, cannot be un- 
acceptable e 

1 wiſh I could have come upto Your Ex- 
| peftation, in forming a Lively Idea and 


Finiſtyd Charatter of Your Excellent 
+a Lacy. 2 


BT DIC ATI N. 


] Tal: But thi would have took up more 
Time than is uſually allotted for a Sermon; 
and therefore I have ouly given ſome gene- 


ral Hints, and remarked what was moſt 
Material andU, ſeful, endeavouring to avoid 
either Extreme; but of the two, have ra- 


| her choſe to fall ' ſhort, than oer. boot the 


Mark: And if You will excuſe me for 
bh. - Jaying too little, I ſhall not be concerwd left 
Þ any one ſhould think I have ſaid too much : 
f For *tis only Want of True Worth in our 
| Selves, which makes us uneafy when we 

hear Others ſpoken well f; and better 
5 pleard in rellifing on their Blemiſhes, 
6 than in the Recital of their Commendable 
; VMalitiec, and Good Deeds, 
y That it would pleaſe God to ſanftify al 
E his Diſpenſations to Tou, and make Your 
Temforal Loſs conduce to Tour Sprritual 
Advanta = ſhall be the Prayer of ©: 


5 


Tour very much Obliged 
Humble Servant to aan 


__ LEWIS ATTE RB URY. 


SA 1. XXXVII. 37 . 
Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the 
_ Upright ; for the End of that Man is 


Peace. 


IT has been an old and beaten Objection of 
the Deiſts againſt the Belief of God's Pro- 
vidence, That the Wicked do not always 
meet with Puniſhment in this World, nor the 
Righteous receive their promiſed Reward ; but 
that it frequently falls out, that the Religious 
and Devout Perſon. is ſubject to many grievous 
Afflictions and Calamities, lives in a very Indi- 
gent and Diſtreſſed Condition, and is deſtitute 
even of the very Neceſſaries of Life; nay, his 
Goodnels is ſo far from bringing him any Suc- 
cour or Aſſiſtance, that tis made the Cauſe and 
Occaſion of his Calamities; he is perſecuted 
for his Virtue, laugh'd at and ridicul'd be- 
cauſe he will not follow the Multitude in Cog 

| | Evil; 
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Evil; cheated and oppreſs'd, becauſe he dares- 
þ# not make uſe of thoſe evil Arts by which the 
1 Men of this World defend themſelves, and im- 
| - poſe upon others: Whereas on the other hand, 
i the Wicked proſper, and as the Pſalmiſt deſcribes 
i their Condition, Pſal. 73. Their Eyes ſtand out 
with fatneſs, and they do even what they luſt ; they 
are not in Affliction like other Men, neither are 
they plagued ke other Men : Certainly, ſays the 
Deiſt, if God took any Care of the World, if 
the Tranſactions here below were managed by 
his Care and Conduct, Things would not go 
after this manner ; there wonld be ſome plain. 
and evident Piſtinction made between the Good 
and the Bad, between him that ſweareth, and. 
i} | him that feareth an Oath. Nay, even Wiſe and 
TN Good Men are very apt to fall into this Snare ; 
\ and David himſelf tells us, that when he firſt 
4 thought on theſe Things, he ſaid within him- 
E ſelf, Verily, F have waſhed my Hands in Innocen- 
i cy, and cleanſed my Heart in vain; until he went 
; | into the Sanctuary, and conſulted God's Word, 
and his Spiritual Guide; and then he beheld the 
End of thoſe Men, that God ſet them in ſlippery 
places, and-eaſt them down into de ſtruction; they 
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1 are brought into deſolation as in a moment, they are 
=_ atterly conſumed with terrors: Then was he ſen-- 
| fible how fhort-liv'd. their Happineſs was, that 
[ = Death: 


— 
A. 1 * 


2 


Character and Encouragement. 


Death would ſoon put an End to it, and a dif. 


mal After-Reckoning in another World, over- 
balance all the Pleaſure they took in this. And 
having thus ſatisfied himſelf, he writes this 
Pſalm to comfort Good Men under all their Af- 
flictions, and to ſupport them under their moſt 
grie vous Calamities. To this end he adviſes 
them to be patient under their Sufferings, and 
to look forward to the Event of Things: For 
as the Profperity of the Wicked ſhould be ſhort, 
ſo the Calamities of the Juſt would have no 
long Duration ; and if they would but wait pa- 
tiently a while, they ſhould ſee themſelves not 
only delivered out of all their Troubles, but re- 
ſtor'd to a very happy and flouriſhing Condition. 
And therefore he adviſes them to take Care that 
they be not tempted, by beholding' the preſent 
Proſperity of the Wicked, to imitate them in 
their ungodly Practices; but exhorts them to 
adhere to the Precepts of True Religion and 

Virtue, truſting in God, and committing them - 
ſelves to the Guidance of his good Providence, 
who will bleſs that little they have, and enable 
them to take the Comfort of thoſe good Things 
they enjoy, and at laſt put them in Poſſeſſion 
of all that their Hearts can deſire: For Mark 
the Per ſect Man, and behold: the Upright ; for 
the End of that Man is Peace. 


From 


On 


4 The Perfed and Upright Man's 
From which Words I ſhall take Occaſion to 
_ conſider, 1199! e OT) 


I. Who this Perfect and Upright Man ſpo+ 
I ken of in the Text is; and to give you his 
[ Deſcription and Character. Mark the 
. Perfect Mun, and behold the Upright. 
II. The Motive and Encouragement pro- 
pos d to engage us to imitate him, and to 
N obtain this Perfection and Uprightneſs : 
| Por the End of that Man is Peace. 


| I. Of the Character of the Perfect and Up- 
| right Man pointed at in the Text: Mark the 
10 Perſect Man, and bebold the Upright. Now the 
It Perfect and Upright Man is one who is conſcien- 
| 


tious in the Performance of his Duty in all the 
. nſtances of a good Life, whether they relate 
Fr! to God, his Neighbour, or himſelf ; or in the 
|| Words of the ' Apoſtle, who keeps a Conſcience 


i void of Offence towards God and towards Man. 

"1 But it may be objected, That ſuch a Per- 
11 fon as this is no where to be found, the moſt 
i Sterling Virtue being always mixed. with 
4 _ fome Allay, and the beſt Man in the World ſub- 


1 ject to ſome Failings and Infirmities: This is 
i | plainly evident to any one who conſults his own 
5 Experience; and he muſt have little Acquain- 
tance 


od 


«<< 


Charafer aud Enconragement.' 
tance with his own Heart, and made very few 


Reflections on the Courſe of his Life, who doth 


not give into this Truth, That there is none good, no, 
not one, and that we have all erred from the right 
Way, and gone aſtray from God's Command- 
ments; were we not told it in the Holy Seri- 
pture. PEER 

To which Tanſwer, That Perfection and Up- 
rightneſs may be taken in a Legal, or Evangeli- 


cal Senſe: To be Legally Perfect and Upright, 


is when a Man lives up ſo exactly to the Law 
of God, as never to tranſgreſs the Bounds of 
his Duty, nor is guilty of Sin; when he con- 
tinues to faultleſs and unblamable, that the 
Law can take no hold of him, nor is he ſub- 
ject to its Puniſhments. In this Senſe no Man 
ever was nor can poſſibly be exactly Perfect and 


Upright (our Bleſſed Saviour only excepted, 
ho nd 


had no ſin, neither was there any guile fe 
in bis mouth. Rut every good Chiſtian is obli- 


to uſe his beſt Endeavours to attain an E— 
vangelical Perfection; which confifts in a ſincere 


Deſire and hearty Endeavour to pleaſe God, 


and to yield an uniform Obedience to all his 


Laws: And 'tis then we may be truly ſaid to 


be Perfect and Upright in 797700 Senfe, when 


our Minds are furnifh'd with Sound Principles; 
Intellectual Graces, and Moral Endowments, 
B and 
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The Perfect and Upright Man's 


and our Affections and Appetites yield a ready 
Compliance to the Reaſonable Dictates of our 
Underſtanding : When Godlineſs , Holineſs, 
and Virtue are the governing Principles of our 
Souls ; when not only our Underſtandings are 
enlightned with the Knowledge of the Truth, 
but our Wills are become obedient to it, and our 
Affections inflam'd with an ardent Love to God 
and our Neighbour ; when we are led on by In- 
clination to do good, as being transform'd into 
the Image of God, by therenewing of our Minds, 
and made Partakers of the Divine Nature. When 
Sin is become hateful aad odious to us, and we 
avoid it not only from the Dread of its evil Con- 
ſequences, and from Fear of Hell and Eternal 
Miſery, but from that Contrariety that there is 
between it and the Bent of our Souls, and the 
Averſeneſs of our Wills againſt it. When we 
are arriv'd at ſuch a Steadineſs and Fervour in 
Devotion, ſuch an habitual Intention of Mind, 
that we can take Pleaſure and Delight in addreſ- 
ſing our ſelves to God, praiſing his Bleſſed Name, 
and pouring out the Deſires of our Hearts be- 
fore him; This is to be Perfect and Upright in 
D oo nods en nk wg. 
But that we may, have a clearer Notion of 
this State of Perfection and Uprightneſs ; and 
underſtand the Difference between a Legal and 
Goſpel 


— . Rene 
— — _ 


| Goſpel Perfection, which is a Point of great 
Weight and Moment; 1 ſhall enlarge upon this 


Subject, and conſider by what Steps and Degrees 
this Goſpel Perfection is form'd in our Souls. 
In order to which, it will be uſeful to take 
Notice and conſider, what our State by Nature 
is; That by reaſon of the Tranſgreſſion of our 
Firſt Parents in eating the forbidden Fruit, Sin 
enter'd into the World, and is ſince propaga- 
ted to us their miſerable Poſterity. What this 
Original Sin is, and the Manner how 'tisderiv'd 


tous, will be very difficult to determine: Thoſe 


who have endeayour'd to explain it from Ra- 
tional Principles, ſeem to have had no diſtinct 


| Notion of what they ſay ; and after they have 


led us about a great while, and caft a Miſt be- 
fore our Eyes by the Uſe of Metaphorical Ex- 
preſſions and the Terms of the Schools, re- 


turn again to the Place from whence they firſt 
ſet out, and leave us in the dark. All the ſound 
Knowledge which is to be obtain'd concerning 


this Articles of our Faith, and indeed of all the 


other Myſterious Points of our Religion, is to 


be drawn from the Divine Revelation of the Ho- 
ly Scripture ; and whilſt we are directed by this 
Clue we walk in Safety, and are wife according 
to Godlineſs. | ERS | 
In the Holy Scripture then we find our Condi- 
"WE 0- — 
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tion ſince the Fall deſcrib'd after fuch a manner 
- as plainly denotes to us; That as ſoon as our 
Firft Parents had eaten the Forbidden Fruit, 
and tranſgreſſed that eaſy Command which God 
laid upon them only as a Trial of their Obedi- 
ence, there preſently follow'd ſuch an univerſal 
Diſorder and Weakneſs both in the Powers of 
their Body, and the Faculties of their Soul, as 
render them unable either to form a right Judg- 
ment of what they were oblig'd to perform, or 
to put in Execution what they refolv'd on. And 
'twas but juſt that they who forfeited their Inte- 

rity, and their Claim to Eternal Happineſs, 
fer the ſhort and tranhent Gratification of their 
ſenſual Defires, ſhould be ſubjected to the Go- 
vernment of their Appetites ; and that their 
Paſſions and Luſts ſhould uſurp the Dominion 
over that Reaſon which had wilfully thrown the 
Reins of Government out of its Hands. 

This was Man'sdeſperate Condition after the 
Fall ; but God did notleave us here, but out of 
his wonderful Wiſdom and Goodneſs was pleasd 
to find out and propoſe a Means to us, whereby 
we may be freed both from the Guilt and Pu- 
niſhment of our Sins; he made us the Proffer of 
his Only-Begotten Son to make Satisfaction to 
his Juſtice; and of his Holy Spirit to enlighten, 
guide, and aſſiſt us in the Performance of our 

Duty: 
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Duty: And all that he requir'd of us was, That 
we ſhould enter into Covenant with him by 
Baptiſm, and make our ſelves Members of his 
Church, and hereby entitle our ſelves to his 
Grace and Favour ; and by making uſe of that 
Grace which he conſtantly affords us, diſpoſe 
— our ſelves for the Reception of more. 
And ti 


Souls of all true Believers, and brings them from 


a State of Nature into a State of Grace; tis 
from this Grace of God, from whence our Wilt 


tis this Grace of God which by the Power” 
and Efficacy of God's Holy Spirit acts in the 


and Power to perform every Good Act is deriv'd, 
and which leads us on from one Degree of Grace 


to another, till our Perfection in this World is 


crown d with Happineſs and Glory in the other. 


Theſe are the Actings of God's Holy Spirit, 


which in the 110 Goſpel are compar'd to the 


Wind; and the Similitude holds good at leaſt 
in this Particular; that as the Wind blows how 


and where it liſts ; fometimes after a more calm, 


gentle, and unperceivable manner, and at other 
times is more tempeſtuous and ſtormy : So are 
the Inſpirations of God's Holy Spirit ; they.pro- 


ceed after a different Manner, according to the 


different Diſpoſitions and Qualifications of thoſe 


Perſons who are influenc'd by them. For thoſe 
who have had an Ingenuous and Religious Edu- 
Tr, cation, 
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cation, and have been preſerv'd free from vicious 
Cuſtoms and Habits, hear only a fil Voice cal - 
ling to them, and reproving them for their 
Faults, and correcting them when they do a- 
1 miſs; and ſuch Perſons are eafily wrought on to 
N repent of their Errors, and to reform their Lives: 
* but with thoſe who have went on in a long 
Courſe of figning, who have contracted pertina- 
cious Habits of 0 ice, the Holy Spiritdeals after 
a different manner, ſtriking them down as he 
did St. Paul to the Ground, and filling their 
Souls with Horror and Amazement, forcing 
them to Jay their Mouths in the Dutt, and to 
humble themſelves before him: He prerces their 
Souls through with many Arrows, repreſenting to 
them the heinous Nature of thein Sins, and what 
a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of an angry 
God; to theſe Men God appears with all his 
Terrors about him, and 'tis not till after they 
hawe poured out many Prayers and Tears, and 
perform'd many Acts of Penance, Mortifica- 
tion, and Devotion, that they can obtain any 
reaſonable Hopes of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 
And this is the firſt Step Men generally take to- 
wards Holineſs and Perfection. And therefore 
thoſe Perſons who have been notoriouſly and 
ſcandalouſly wicked, and yet fancy themſelves 


allof a ſudden to become the Children of God, 
= | and 
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ſon to miſtruſt the Sincerity of their Converſion : 
For though we read of ſuch wonderful Changes 
wrought in the Firſt Ages of the Church; yet 
this was only at ſuch Times, and upon ſuch ex- 
traordinary Oecaſions, when God ſa fit for the 


more ſpeedy Propagation of the Goſpel, to exert 


the Operations of his Holy Spirit in a wonder - 
ful and miraculous degree: But now when the 
ordinary Means of Men's Converſion is diſpens d 
to us after ſo free and ample. a manner, when 
our Church-Doors ſtand open, and we have con- 
tinual Calls and Invitations to repent of aur 
Sins and to return to God, there is no Reaſon 
to expect that God ſhould work Miracles to no 
Purpoſe, and ſave us after an extraordinary 
Way. But, n Ii. 1:9 2100 16 boi: bunt: 
2. As ſoon as ever this Spiritual Principle has 
inform'd the Soul, and it begins to Act, its Ten- 
dencies are directed quite contrary, to thoſe evil 
Inclinations which hitherto have taken Poſſeſſion: 
of it; the Man conſiders the evil Conſequences: 


of that wicked Courſe of Life which he has led, 


and the pernicious Effects which it has produc d, 


11 
and Favourites of Heaven, have very good Rea- 


and this begets in him an Averſion to it, and an 


earneſt Deſire and Endeavour to forſake it: And. 
hence proceeds that ſtruggling between, the Spi« 
ritual and Animal Principle within us, which 
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the Apoſtle deſcribes by that Law in our Mem- 
bers, which wars againfl the Law of our Minds, 
and ſometimes leads it into Captivity to the Law 
of Sin, Rom. 7. 23. He is ſenſible how much be- 
low the Dignity of his Nature tis to act like a 
Brute, how derogatory to the Noble and Divine 
Original of his Immortal Soul, to feed upon Husks, 
and to take up 'with' the tranſitory Enjoyments 
and ſenſual Pleaſures of this ſublunary World; 
how diſpleafing it muſt needs be to a Pure and 
Holy God, to behold one of his Children and 
Offspring defile it ſelf with the Impurities of a 
ſenſual and finful Life; and from ſuch Conhde- 
rations as theſe, he is induc'd not only to ceaſe 


from evil but to do good; it doth not ſatisfy him that 
he is not injurious to any one, that hedoth not de- 


fraud God of his Worſhip, nor his Neighbour of 
his Charity, nor is addicted to Intemperance and 


Riot, but he proceeds to every good Work, 


and ſerves God in all the Inftances of a Holy 
Life, -and yields a univerſal Obedience to his 
Commands. As he doth not allow himſelf in 
the Commiſſion of any known Sin, ſo neither in 
the Omiſſion of any known Duty; and this Spi- 
ritual Principle of a Holy and Divine Life Will 
And from hence he proceeds to te 
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Za Step towards Perfection, which is to per- 
form his Duty out of a Principle of Love to 
God. is true, when a Man firſt enters upon 
a Religious Life, he is generally acted by a 
Principle of Fear, he is prevailed with by the 
Terrors of the Lord to forſake his Sins, and to 
flee from the Wrath to come ; but when he is ar- 
rived at the Fulneſs of Stature in the Lord Chrift 
Feſus, he comes to act from more generous 
Motives, and the Love of God will conſtrain 


the Altar, and his Mind enli2htned by the Day. Har 

rom on high, he cannot forbear breaking out into 
Tranſports of Love and Joy. From whence 
he will be dran on Fa 


4. To keep up his Intercourſe with Heaven 
by continual Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion. 


3 Him to continue in the Performance of his Duty. 
When he has taſted how good and gracious God is, 
and has had his Heart inflamed with. a Coal from 


For fince this is the only Way by which he can 


teſtify his Gratitude to Heaven, for thoſe many 


endearing Favours he has received., Praiſe and 
Adoration muſt needs be the natural Language 


of a Heart full fraught with Love and Grati- 


tude: A true Good and Upright Man is never 
ſo well pleaſed , as when he is upon his Knees, 


offering up the ſweet Incenſe of Praiſe and 
g up i Pp 


T hankſgiving ; and the cod 
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Grace on his Soul, muſt needs kindle in it the 
Flames of a ferventLove to his Great and Munifi- 
1 cent Benefactor; and the Commemoration of the 
Bleſſings he enjoys in this Life, and the Glories 
0 |! he expects in another, will awaken his Grati- 
tude, and tune his Voice to a Heavenly Melo- 
dy and Divine Anthems. So that he will ſay with 
the devout Pſalmiſt, As the Hart pants after 
the Water-Brooks, ſo pants my Soul aſter my God 
and my Redeemer. When ſhall I come and appear 
before God? And again, Better is one day in thy 
Courts than a thouſand elſewhere. He is ſenſible 
how great a Privilege 'tis, to commit himſelf 
and all his Affairs into the Hands of a good and 
gracious Father, and to repoſe himſelf under 
the Shadow of his Wings : Tis this which will 
raiſe his drooping Spirits in a Day of Calamity, 
which will reſtrain him 1n Proſperity, and keep 
him ſteady in the midſt either of good and bad 
Fortune; ſo that he could as well live without 
the Natural Food of his Body, as without this 
Spiritual Nouriſhment of Religious and Devout 


Exerciſes. | 
Theſe are the Steps by which Perfection in 
Holineſs is form'd in us, by which every one 
may examine his own Conſcience, and certainly 
know the State and Condition of his Soul, and 
what Progreſs he has made in his Journey to- 
1 wards 
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wards Heaven. And therefore let no one de- 


ceive himſelf; for if he is not reſolved to forſake 


every Evil Way, if he harbours any darling Sin, 

or Boſom Luft, if he doth not yield a conftant 
and univerſal Obedience to the Laws of God, 
he has not ſo much as begun to be a Chriſtian : 
If he has not arrived to an habitual Practice of 
every Chriftian Virtue, if he cannot perform 
them readily and eafily, if they are not become 
agreeable to his Inclinations, he has made but 


very little Progreſs in a Holy Life, he wants 


many Degrees of the Fulneſs of Stature in Chriſt 


Feſus: And if he cannot place his chiefeſt De- 


light in performing the Duties of Religion and 


Exerciſes of Devotion, if his Prayers and Prai- 


ſes are not wing'd with Spiritual Zeal, if he 
cannot pray fervently, love not only God, but 
his moſt inveterate Enemies for God's ſake; if 
he cannot rely upon him in every Condition, 
and prefer Spiritual before Senſual and Carnal 
Delights and Pleaſures, he is far from attaining 
Evangelical Perfection. e 
But may ſome ſay, Are there no Allowances 


Human Nature, muſt we live up ſo exactly to 
theſe Rules? This is a hard Saying, who can bear 
it; Here are very little Hopes for any Man 
that he ſhall attain to this Perfection. To 
5515 Nee whom 
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do be made for the Weakneſs and Frailty of 
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Ill whom 1 anſwer, That no good Man can be 
0 guilty of any habitual, preſumptuous or wilful 
Sins; in this Senſe he cannot fin: But he may 


S: ; 
11 be ſubject to Sins of Ignorance, Frailty, and In- 
"DNR firmity, theſe are conſiſtent with a State of 
118 ' Goſpel Perfection: For as a Man may be ſaid 
10 do be in perfect Health of Body, tho' he labours 
| | | under ſome ſlight Indiſpofitions, which are the 
ll 1 inſeparable Attendants of our (frail Conſtituti- 
1 ons : fo may his Soul be in a very ſafe Condi- 
Wl || tion, tho? he ſhould be guilty of ſome involun- 
18 tary Errors. 13+ 
dl | And thus having given you the Character of 
[oY the Perſect and Upright Man pointed at in the 
230 Text; I proceed, 8 
| [1 2. To conſider the Motive and Encourage- 
WA ment which is propoſed to engage us to endea- 
L i vour the Attainment of Uprightneſs and Perfe- 
1 ction. The End of that Man is Peace. 
61 Now Peace is either Internal or External; 
8A there 1s a Peace with God, a Peace with Men, 
$408 anda Peace with our own Minds and Conſcien- 
1 ces; and all theſe are the Fruits and Effects of 
i Perfection and Uprightneſs. And, | 
|= 1. The Perfect and Upright Perſon has Peace 
1 with God, as being reconciled to him through 
Wl! the Death and Satisfaction of his dearly beloved 
W ||| Son in whom he ig well pleaſed, and living in 
1 Union and Communion with him by the Graces 
al „„ and 
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and Operations of the Holy Spirit. For our 
Peace with God doth conſiſt in our Union with 
the Divine Nature, and that Communion and 
Intercourſe which is maintain'd and kept up be- 
tween Heaven and our Souls, whilſt we continue 
here upon Earth. Now our Union with the 
Divine Nature is effected by our becoming like 
Gods, and partaking of thoſe Divine Qualities 
and Perfections of which the God-head doth 


conſiſt: Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Holineſs, 


are Rays of Divinity; and he that is Righteous, 
Juſt, and Holy, may be ſaid to dwell in God, 
and God in him, in this reſpect; in that theſe. 
Streams flow from the Fountain of all Good. 
God is the Source from whom all thoſe Perfecti- 
ons, which we contemplate in the Creature are 
derived, and may in a more peculiar Manner. 


be ſaid to be the Author and Giver of all our Mo- 


ral Endowments ; becauſe theſe are the imme- 
diate Work of his Hand, proceed from his Di- 


vine Grace, and the more immediate Operations 
of his Holy Spirit on the Hearts and Conſciences 


of Men. So that the more Perfect and Upright 
 weare, the more we reſemble God; and the; 
more like we are to him, the cloſer 1s our Uni- 
on with him, and the more ardent is our Love, 
which is the Bond and Cement of it. And as 

we are united to God by this Perfection in Holi- 


neſs, 


7 
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neſs, ſo is our Communion with him kept up by 
the Exerciſes of Piety and Acts of Devotion; 
God by his Grace inſpires into our Hearts Holy 
Motions and good Diſpoſitions, and by making 
Uſe of this Grace which God has beftow'd upon 
us, praifing him for his Benefits, and praying to 
him for further Supplies, we keep our Integrity, 
maintain our Poſt in this Spiritual Warfare, and 
moreover grow in Grace, and make farther Ad- 
vances in God's Favour and Bleſſing. 

And what other Effects can proceed from this 
mutual Union and Communion with God, but 
a laſting and well grounded Peace, an Aſſurance 
that we enjoy the Favour of God, and live un- 


der his Protection; and that he who loves vs, 


will love us to the End. This is that Peace which 
paſſes all Underſtanding, that Light of God's 
Countenance, which ſhines in upon the Soul of 
every good Man, and makes his Heart more glad, 
than the Increaſe of Corn, and Wine, and Oil; 
the moſt plentiful Affluence of this World's 
Goods. 

Now the Perfe& and Upright Perſon having 
thus ſecur'd his Peace with God, from thence 
will naturally reſult Peace with Men. For his 
Mind being taken up with Heavenly Thoughts, 
and his Converſation continually there, fix d 
upon the Joys and Pleaſures of another Life, 
þ he 


he is not fo ſollicitous in obtaining, or ſo tena- 
cious in keeping the good Things of this World 
as other Men are, who place their Supreme 
and Ultimate Happineſs in the Enjoyment of 
them ; from whence moſt of our Differences do 
ariſe : And having obtain'd the Government 

over himſelf, and learn'd to reſtrain his Appe- 
tites and Paſſions, to keep them within the 
Bounds of right Reaſon, he will either avoid 
all Occaſion of Difference, or ſoon compoſe 
thoſe which accidentally happen. He is not 
apt to take Offence without Cauſe, or to re- 
turn a real Injury, or by an indiſcreet Manage- 
ment of himſelf, to widen a Breach when tis 
made; but he is Candid and Charitable, apt to 
forget, and ready to forgive. Nay, he will en- 
dea vour to conquer the evil Diſpoſition of other 
Men by Patience and Forbearance, returning 
Good for Evil, and by heaping Coals of Kind- 
neſs on the Heads of his Adverſaries, endeavour 
to melt them down into Love and Friendſhip, 
and an amicable Accommodation with him. 
And certainly that Man who acts thus, muſt 
needs live peaceably and quietly ; for who- 
would pick a Quarrel with him who never of- 
fended him, but makes it his Buſineſs to do him 
Good ? How ſeldom do we meet with Men of 
ſo ſavage a Nature, ſo void of Bowels, as not 
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a 


be wrought on by ſuch endearing Arts and Ex- 


preſſions of Love, ſuch ſenſible Demonſtrations 


of a Sincere and Cordial Affection? However, ſince 


aur dear-bought Experience will inform us, tliat 
the re are ſome ſuch Perſons in the World, who 
ha ve diveſted themſelves of all Natural Affection, 
and unlearned the common Principles of Hu- 
manity; and that with ſuch Perſons our moſt 


hearty Endea vours for Peace will prove ineffectu- 
al, and when we labour moſt earneſtly to obtain 


Peace, they will make ready for Battel: Yet 


even in this Caſe, the Perfect and Upright Per- 


ſon enjoys this Comfort and Satisfaction, that 
tho' they may deprive him of ſome External 
Advantages, yet they cannot take away the 
Peace of his Conſcience, but he will maintain 


Peace and Quietneſs within his own Breaſt. 


Every Good and Upright Man is in that Bleſ- 
ſed and Happy Condition, that let his External 
Circumſtances be never ſo Calamitous, and ne- 
ver ſo many Misfortunes befal him from without; 
yet having placed his Truſt and Confidence in 
God, and entitled himſelf to his Favour and 
Protection, he can defy the Malice of his moſt 
inveterate Enemies, and on this Rock of Ages 
be can dwell with Safety; he knows that his Re- 
deemer lives, without whoſe Permiſſion no Evil 
could befal him, who will make his Troubles 


turn 
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turn to his Advantage, and crown him at laſt 
with Victory and Peace. So comfortable a 
thing is it for a Man to be at Unity with God, 
and to have Peace in his own Breaſt, hen he is 
attack'd by Enemies from without: And to 
make this evident, we need go no farther than 
our own daily Experience; the Pſalmiſt in the 
Text appeals to it, whether we have not found 
this true in our Obſervation of Men and Things. 
Mark the Per ſect Man, and be hold the Upright, 
for the End of that Man is Peace. Tis true, 
he ſeems to intimate, that the Upright Man has 
not always Peace, thro' the whole Courſe of 
his Life; Good Men meet with ſome Afflictions, 
vhich ruffle and diſcompoſe them: But yet let the 
worſt come that can; let him endure never ſo 
much ſtormy Weather by the Way, yet when 
he arrives at his Journey's End, he will repoſe 
himſelf in Peace and Satisfaction. - | 
Confider the Lives of good Men recorded in 
the Holy Scripture, and you will find, that thus 
it has always been; God may perhaps hide his Face 
for a while, but he will quickly return and leave 
a Ble ſſing behind him, he wall bring Meat out of 
the Eater, and out of the Strong Sweetneſs, and 
from the moſt grievous Calamities and Afflicti- 
ons, extract Joy and Conſolation. Conſider 
Holy Fob, concerning whom God himſelf wit- 
| D neſs'd, 
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neſs d, that he was a. Perfect and Upright Man, 

one that feared God, and ejchewed Evil; whoſe 

Life ſeemed to be a Contradiction to the Defign 

of the Text, and a continued Succeſſion of Ca- 

lamities and Miſeries ; yet when we conſider it 

well, we ſhall find, that even at that time when 
he wreſtled with the ſoreſt Evils, which the 
Devil himſelf could lay upon him, his Mind 
was calm and ſerene, and his Conſcience yielded 
him the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, he held 
| faſt bis Integrity, he would not let it go, and it 
became a Brazen Wall and a Shield, which defen- 
ded him againſt all the Aſſaults of his Spiritual 
Enemies, and at laſt brought him off more than 
14 a Conqueror, and his End was Peace, Repoſe, 
1 and even Tempora! Felicity. 

15 But becauſe the Book of Fob is by ſome 
L 10 thought w to be a Parable, I ſhall therefore re- 
1 cal your Thoughts nearer home, and deſire you 
WF to refle& upon thoſe Inſtances, which every 

N Days Experience furniſhes us with in our own 
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1 

"8H Houſes and Neighbourhood ; which will ſuffi- 
RW eiently convince us of this uſeful Truth; That 
2/11 nothing will be ſufficient to ſupport us in a Day 
1 of Affliction, or at the Hour of Death, but the 
1 Reflection on a Life ſpent according to the 
ll Rules of Religion and Virtue. Did we but fre- 


1} | | | | . „ 5 
1 quent the Chambers of our dying Friends, we 
1 I AJ £2002) ſhould 
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ſhould find them placing their chiefeſt Comfort, TT 


in looking back on that Time they have ſpent in 
Works of Juſtice, Charity, and Acts of Devo- 
tion; theſe are the ſureſt Signs of a ſaving Faith, 
and Evidences of a hearty Repentance ; and will 
afford a comfortable Cordial to a drooping Soul 
when the Remembrance- of ſenſual Pleaſures 
will be irkſome and diſtaſtful to us. And here 1 
think it will not be unſeaſonable (in Compli- 
ance with the Deſires of ſome of her Relations) 
to give you a fhort Account of the Holy Life and 
Religious Death of that Virtuous and Pious 
Lady, who was lately Interr'd in this Place. 
My Lady G our o was the Dughter of Richard 
Cour, Eſq; who was an Inhabitant of this Place 
near Forty Years, and acted in the Honourable 
Commiſſion of the Peace for this County with 
great Prudence, Juſtice, and Integrity; She 
was marry'd to Sir Edward Gould, deſcended 
from the Ancient Family of the 'Goulds of Sta- 
verton, in the County of Devon. | 
She was a Perſon endowed with Excellent Na- 


tural Parts, had a clear and bright Mind, a quick 


Apprehenfion, a prompt Memory, and What 
is not very uſual, an active and lively Fancy go- 
verned by a ſteady and well poisd Judgment; 
And theſe Intellectual Endowments were culti- 
vated by Education, and ſanctifyd by Grace. 

* 2 


8 3 
838 — — 


24 The Perfect and Upright Mars 


Wi Theſe were the Foundation upon which thoſe 
10 Moral Virtues were built, which render'd her 
Jil ſo Eminent in her riper Years, fo dear to thoſe 
I" with whom ſhe 'convers'd, ſo uſeful in her Ge- 
neration, and a Pattern fit to be propos'd for our 
| Imitation. My Time would fail me, ſhould: I 
enter into the Detail of them; and did I endea- 
Ill vour to exhauſt this Subject, Iam apttothink I 
| fhould be accuſed of very great Omiſhons, and 
| 
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| that attempting to draw her Picture, I have 
Wl caſt a Shade on ſome of the faireſt. Lineaments 
lil of her Soul. But fince I have undertaken this 
Jil Province, I ſhall endeavour todelineate the moſt 
[1/11 conſpicuous and uſeful: Parts of her Character, 
11188 and leave the finer Strokes, and the laſt Hand} 
1 to be given by your own Reflections. | 


[ . T he Fear of God, ſays Solomon, is the Beginning 
il 
| | 
10 
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of Wiſdom ; and therefore I ſhall conſider, 

1. Her Behaviour with relation to her Duty 
towards God; and as to this Particular, ſhe always 
hi approv'd her ſelf a true Daughter of the Church 
If of England, and a zealous Aſſertor of its Do- 
Ef ctrine, Diſcipline, Rites. and Ceremonies ; and 
_ = | 18 being tramed x) betimes in the Way that ſhe ſhould 
1 2o, ſhe never departed from it all the Days of ber 
1 Life. She had ſtudied the Grounds and Prin- 
1 ciples of her Religion, and even in her Mino- 
1 rity was able to render a Reaſon of the Faith that 
1 RT... - 


In the Time of her Health, ſhe was a con- 
ſtant Frequenter of the Publick Worſhip, and 
demean'd her ſelf there with that profound Re- 
verence and Devotion, which were the Ex- 
preſſions of a Mind inſpired: with a Pious Senſe 
of its Duty, and the awful Preſence of the great 
God of Heaven and Earth: And even in her 
Cloſet, ſhe addreſs d her ſelf to God in the Voice 
of the Chureh, having the ſame Opinion of this 
Excellent Form of Prayers, that Dauid had of 
the Sword of Goliab, that there are none like them. 
But yet her fteady Zeal for the Church of Eng- 
land, did not create in her any Averſeneſs to the 
Perſons of thoſe who diſſented from her; but 
ſhe always maintain d a friendly Correſpondence 
with ſeveral who differ'd from her in Opinion, and 
practiſed that Moderation towards them, which 
they ſo much pretend to: She was always ready 
to aſſiſt them in all the common Offices of Hu- 
manity; recommending her own Perſuaſion to 
them by that Affability in Converſation, Can- 
dor in Judging, Kind and Beneficent Actions, 
which are of more Force to gain over Proſelytes, 


1 » - * 20) + 


than the moſt convincing Arguments whatſo- _ 


ever; the neareſt Way of entring into the Un- 
derſtanding being through the Door of the Af- 
fections, and the likelieſt Method of Perſwa-- 
fion taken from the Topicksof Love and Friend- 
ſhip. | | : If: 
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If you proceed to take a View of her perform- 
ing her Duty to her Neighbour, we ſhall find 
her very exemplary in all Manner of Relative 
Duties. A moſt Loving, Tender, and Dutiful 
Wife, conſulting the Reputation and Intereſt of 
her Husband, and à Faithful Steward to him in 
the Management of his Eſtate and Domeſtick 
Affairs, and ſo punctually Juſt, that ſhe would 
not diſpoſe of what was really her own, with- 
out his Conſent. She was a Faithful Friend, a 
kind Miſtreſs, a good Neighbour, and tho' Fru- 
gal yet Hoſpitable, and never ſo well pleaſed as 
when thoſe ſhe had a Reſpect for, were about 
her. Nor was ſhe deficient in Almſdeeds, and 
Charitable Benefactions to the Poor; in which 
ſhe always affected Privacy, and ſtudied to con- 
ceal, as much as others do to blaze abroad their 
good Deeds; but yet her good Works were ſo 
numerous that they could not be kept Secrer, 
but will praiſe ber in the Gates; and indeed all 
that ſhe ſaved by her good Management, (which 
was her own,) was defigned for this End, to af- 
ford a Supply to the Neceſſities of thoſe, whoſe 

chief Dependance was upon her Kindneſs and 

Liberality. Her Words were of a Piece with 
her Actions, and as ſhe always uſed to ſpeak 

the beſt of every one her ſelf, ſo nothing was 
more odious to her than Cenſoriouſneſs, Back- 

; ET. biting, 
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biting, and Detraction, to which ſhe always 
turned a deaf Ear, and gave evident Proofs of 
her Diſlike to thoſe! who were guilty of them. 
As to thoſe Duties which related to the more 
immediate Government of her ſelf, tis Won- 
derful to obſerve: how: habitual it wits groen to 
her to keep her Paſſions within their due Bounds, 
and to ſay to theſe proud Waves, hitherto ſhall 5 
paſs, and no farther ; which had been im- 
poffible to have been done, had ſhe given the 
Reins to Pride, Vaig-glory, and Self- conceit, 
which are apt to betray us into too good Thoughts 
of our ſelves, and too mean an Opinion of 
ether Perſons. How prudent was ſhe in all the 
Actions of her Life, how patient in Sickneſs, 
how temperate in al Things? So that we may 
well ſay of her, as Vi&or doth of Trajan, Vir- 
 tutes temperamento. quodam mi ſoui ſſe rdebarur. ; 
That Graces and Virtues were the v_ Ele» 
ments of her Conſtitution, 02 11161 17s 
Such was the Life of this Excellent Lady: 
which I ſhall only add a ſhort Account o His 
Sickneſs and Death, according to that Informa- 
tion I have received; my own Indiſpoſition Rin- 
dring me from aſſiſting her in her laſt Conflict, 
and peoforraing the 0 of Piety and Devo- 
tion οπτ 491 W. 13 r © 
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Ritution, (the fineſt Earth being moſt frail and 


brittle) and her Indiſpoſitions were much in- 
creaſed by her Grief for the unfortunate Loſs 


ok her only Child ; as alſo by her too ſollicitous 


Care of her Husband in his Sickneſs; and yet 


during a long Indiſpoſition, ſhe ſhewed admi- 


rable Patience and Reſignation to the Divine 


Will, and ſubmitted her ſelf chearfully to the 


Diſpoſal of the Almighty ; the leaſt Intermiſh- 
on of Pain and Illneſs brought Thankfulneſs in- 


to her Heart, and Chearfulneſs into her Coun- 


tenance; and ſhe bore her Illneſs with ſuch ad- 
mirable Courage and Magnanimity, that thoſe 
who convers'd with her, could hardly believe 
the Burthen was ſo heavy, when they beheld 
with what Submiſſion 'and Contentedneſs ſhe 
ſupported it. This is to be imputed to a qui- 
et Mind and clear Conſcience, which were to her 
a continual Feaſt, and put her into that Blefſed 
and Happy Condition, that ſhe was neither 
aſhamed to live, nor afraid to die. She declar'd 
that ſhe had wrong d no one, nor dealt unfaith- 


fully by any Perſon, nor was ſhe guilty of any 


notorious Crime, or preſumptuous Sin againſt 


| God; and as for Sins of Infirmity and involuntary 


Offences, ſhe truſted in the Mercy of God, thro' 
the Merits of Feſus Chriſt, that they would be 
forgiven her. And yet the found by Experi- 
201 ence, 
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ence, and told the Standers-by, That twas a 

hard Work to die: And ſo it is to the moſt 
Righteous Perſon, to thoſe who have made it 
the Buſineſs of their whole Lives to prepare for 
it; who by long Sickneſs have their Souls 
looſen'd from their Bodies, and as it were, up- 
on the Wing; and by leading a Perfect and 
Upright Life, are freed from the Dominion ef 
Sin, which is the Sting of Death : But if the 
Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall tbe 
Ungadly and Sinner appear??? 

When ſhe drew near her End, ſhe was viſited by 
a Reverend and Worthy Divine, and attended by 
ſeveral Piousand Devout Chriſtians; and being 
put in Mind by a Religious and Learned Gen- 
tleman of ſeverabeomfortable Texts of Scripture, 
ſhe repeated them with that Readineſs and In- 


tention of Mind, and went before him with ſuch 


a becoming ae as made it evidently appear, 
that the Holy Scriptures had been a long time 
the Subject of her Thoughts, and the Themes 
of her daily Meditation. She did not ſhow any 
Regret or Reluctancy to leave the World; but 


took a ſolema Leave of her Friends with calm 


Thoughts and an undaunted Mind, and quietly 
exchang'd this painful and miſerable Life, for 
an Immortal State of Happineſs and Glory; 


And the End of this Upright Perſon was Ever- 
E | 


laſting Peace. E And 
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And now having paid our ar Duty to our De- 
henſed Friend, by recommending her Soul to the 
Boſom of her Merciful Redeemer, and her Bo- 
dy to the Grave; let us conſiden hat farther 
Improvement may be made of what has been 
faid, for the Benefit of thoſe who ſurvive, and 
what Good we may reap by marking and con- 
fidering this Illuſtrious Example. 

.And the only Way to be better d by what * 
been repreſented to you, is to lay aſide all evil 
Diſpoſitions, that light and frothy Humour 

which ſome affect, and that captious and cenſo- 
rious Temper which en too much Arb 
moſt of us. 

For *tis evident; that tis chiefly owing to 
Mens Curioſity, that our Churches are crowded, 
and our Congregations ſo-numerous upon theſe 

Occafions ; and when the Deſign of their co 

ming here, is only to find out ſomething which 
they may take-by the wrong Handle and per- 
vert to an ill Uſe, to criticize upon that which: 
is delivered by the Minifter, and to. grati 
their Spleen and ill Nature; , tis no Wonder 


* 
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that the H rit of God abhors the Habi- 
tation of a Mind oſtelsd with lo: many unclean 
Spirits, and they come Nec not a qo bor 
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Wperess did we appronen Goc TI 

( 7 oti theſe Jedafiohs Þ with Humble 
and Well diſpos d Minds, and with Hearts in- 
clin'd to receive Holy Impreſſions ; - did we take 
what we hear, in the moſt Candid and Chari- 
table Senſe, 4 0 make it our Buſineſs to im- 
prove all to our 8 ritual Adyantage : The good 
Seed of the Word, tho" ſown in Weakneſs, would 
be rais d in Power; twould take Root downward, 
and bear Fruit upward, and bring forth much 
Fruit unto Perfection. "The Virtues of our de- 

arted Friends would 1 incite our Imitation, their 

fo firmities would put us in Mind of far greater 
Failures of our own, their Sickneſs would ad- 
moniſh us of the Shortneſs of our Lives, and 
of the Frailty of our crazy Conſtitutions, and 
that it will not be long before we muſt allunder- 
go the ſame Fate, when Death will la his gold 
Hands uporr every one of us, and witl his Da 
ſtrike us thro'. 

Laithy'; Their Religious: and Comfortabte 
Ends would be the beſt Cordiat ter theit ſor- 
rowful Friends and Relations , 5 and Pre- 
Veri with chem not to grieve, as Me without 
wh er thoſe aube die m the Lad; bur eather 
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